
GBN Adult State Classic (ASC) 

FAQ – General 
1) How many teams can a GBN club send to the Adult State Classic 

(ASC)? 

a. Each chapter may enter a six (6) person team, plus two (2) alternates in 

this tournament provided the chapter meets the requirements of Article 

II, Section 2, of the GBN Constitution. 

b. Each chapter may enter one (1) additional six (6) person team, plus two 

(2) alternates for a total of two (2) teams provided the chapter 

membership is 18 or greater.  

c. Each chapter may enter one (1) additional six (6) person team, plus two 

(2) alternates for a total of three (3) teams provided the chapter 

membership is 30 or greater. 

d. The maximum number of allowed ASC six (6) person teams from a 

single chapter will be three (3). 

2) Are there any restrictions other than membership requirements 

listed for participation in the ASC? 

a. Any GBN member that is a Guide (receives payment to take someone 

fishing) on ASC waters will be ineligible. GBN reserves the right to 

accept or deny any ASC entry. 

3) Are the GBN Board of Directors (BOD) eligible to participate in the 

ASC? 

a. All GBN Board members in good standing will automatically qualify for 

the annual ASC as a boater or co-angler of their choice. This 

participation option if exercised, requires entry fee payment ($125 

boater / $75 Co Angler). The good standing requirement shall be 

determined by GBN Board of Directors by majority vote. Good standing 

will be based on the requirements of the board member's position and 

participation in GBN events (i.e., meetings, High School events, etc.). 

b. BOD members can qualify for the ASC via their respective clubs if they 

choose. 

4) What is the definition of a team? 

a. A “club team” is defined as an even number of boaters and co-anglers 

being either a maximum of 6 (3-boaters & 3 co’s) OR 4 (2 boaters & 2 

co’s) OR 2 (1 boater & 1 co) 

5) How is the entry fee determined for the Adult State Classic? 

a. All clubs are eligible to send one (1) 6 angler team (clubs with less than 18 members). 
The entry fee is $600 whether it is 2, 4, or 6 anglers.  

b. For all clubs eligible to send a second (2nd) 6 angler team (18 plus members) or a 
third (3rd) angler team (30 plus members) the entry fee structure will be the 
following.  

i. 1 boater and 1 co angler // $250 
ii. 2 boaters and 2 co anglers // $500 

iii. 3 boaters and 3 co anglers // $600 



iv. All service fees are applied after entry fees. 
6) What if the number of BOD members who exercise their BOD option to 

participate in the ASC are not an even number to satisfy the boater/co-angler 

requirement? 

a. As a result of the automatic qualification for GBN Board members; if there are more 

GBN Board member boaters than co anglers or vice versa, a lottery will be held at a 

minimum of 14 days prior to ASC entry deadline. GBN adult clubs in good standing 

can (not required) submit the requested number of boater and/or co angler 

nominations for the lottery upon prior notification by the GBN BOD. Selection will 

be made by a random drawing of club nominations for the open positions and with 

paid entry fee ($125 boater / $75 co angler) for those selected. Lottery winners will 

be paired with the GBN Board members and be expected to follow the BOD 

procedure for launch and return.  

b. This option will not be mandatory for BOD members. 

c. Board member is required to meet all BASS, BASS NATION, and GEORGIA BASS 

NATION membership requirements.  

d. If BOD member exercises this option, they will not compete as part of a 

6-man GBN adult club team thus making them ineligible for any team 

awards. 

e. BOD member(s) and lottery recipient(s) will be eligible for any awards 

and qualifications beyond the state classic. 

7) Do the monetary award(s) stay with the angler for his/her place of 

finish? 

a. YES, ALL awards will remain with the angler for his/her award 

position in the ASC .  

8) What are the club team members’ requirements for participation? 

a. ALL entrants must be in good standing, registered with B.A.S.S, B.A.S.S. 

Nation, GBN, and their club before July 1, 2026.  

b. ALL entrants are REQUIRED to sign the Participation and Waiver 

Agreement (PWA) via on-line form. See State Classic: ON-LINE ONLY 

Registration Process for all team members. The e-signature of the 

Angler Participation and Waiver Agreement form validates your 

participation, waiver and compliance with ALL sections contained 

within the Participation and Waiver Agreement Information and that 

you have read and understand the Tournament Rules of this document. 

c. Required documents for all anglers (also outlined in the Participation 

and Waiver Agreement Information under Item 4: Insurance and Item 

5:1 and Item 5:2.) 

i. Boater 

1. Valid “Boater Safety Course” completion. SEE #6 

2. Valid and active fishing license 

3. Valid and active GDNR Certificate of Boat Registration 

4. WLI or complete Borrowed Boat: Permission to Use on-

line form 

ii. Co-angler 

1. Valid and active fishing license  



9) What are the requirements for the completion of a National 

Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) Boater 

Safety Course? 

a. If required by Georgia State Law; all persons born on or after January 1, 

1998. 

OR 

b. All competitors that operate or could operate a combustible engine 

powered vessel in GBN Adult State Classic or College Qualifier, are 

required to show completion of an approved National Association of 

State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) boater safety course. This 

show of completion is valid for a single tournament season or year.  

c. Show of completion for any of the above listed requirement a or b is 

accomplished with the PWA form and PWA form is completed on-line at 

GBN website SEE:  Participation and Waiver Agreement Information 

section. 

d. Questions can be directed to support at the following: 

gbnadult_admin@gabassnationadult.com or GBN web site under Home 

> Support 

10) If competitors advance to participate in BASS Nation 

Championship (BNC) or the BASS Nation Qualifier (BNQ), are the 

same requirements in place for completion of  Boater Safety course? 

a. Yes, you are required to upload a copy of your completed Boater Safety 

Course to BASS. 

i. Use the following link for B.A.S.S.: Boater Safety Course 

Certificate/Endorsement 

b. The upload of your completion must be done separately for GBN and 

BASS. 

11) What is the requirement for boat insurance? 

a. Watercraft Liability Insurance (WLI) is required and a minimum of 

$300,000.00. 

b. See Section: Watercraft Liability. 

c. Also stated requirement in the Participation and Waiver Agreement 

Information section under Item 4: Insurance 

d. Question about insurance can be directed to support at the following: 

gbnadult_admin@gabassnationadult.com or GBN web site under Home 

> Support 

12) Can I use a borrowed boat for the tournament? 

a. YES, you must complete the “Borrowed Boat: Permission to Use” on-

line form, see Borrowed Boat: Permission to Use process. 

13) How do the clubs register for the ASC? 

a. This is completed with the on-line process, see State Classic: ON-LINE 

ONLY Registration Process. 

14) Are we still required to have all the documents as in the past? 

a. YES, you are still required to have and make available for inspection all 

required documents. 

mailto:gbnadult_admin@gabassnationadult.com
https://eform.pandadoc.com/?eform=edb8d611-bb99-4bb8-a589-767e8d5aa6fd
https://eform.pandadoc.com/?eform=edb8d611-bb99-4bb8-a589-767e8d5aa6fd
mailto:gbnadult_admin@gabassnationadult.com


b. See the Participation and Waiver Agreement Information, specifically 

under Item 4. 

15) How will anglers submit to the fact they have or will they have these 

required documents? 

a. ALL anglers must sign the on-line form Participation and Wavier 

Agreement. This form validates your participation and waiver. Your 

signature on this form attests to the fact that you have read and 

understand the Tournament Rules and  Angler Participation and 

Wavier Information in this document. Also, that you will acquire before 

the tournament and have in your possession the required documents 

AND make them available for inspection at the GBN State Classic. 

b. You CANNOT be registered by your Team Captain/representative for 

the State Classic without proof of the Participation and Wavier 

Agreement. See State Classic: ON-LINE ONLY Registration Process for 

all team members. 

c. RANDOM documents check will be done at the Angler Meeting for 

selected boaters and co-anglers. 

16)  What are these required documents? 

a. Co-angler > Active fishing license, completion of approved boater 

safety course if required by law or if using a backup boat (uploaded on 

PWA) 

b. Boater > Active Fishing License, Active GDNR Boat Registration, 

completion of approved boater safety course (uploaded on PWA) and 

copy of WLI regardless of if you are the boat owner or using a 

borrowed boat having already filled out the form, Borrowed 

Boat: Permission to Use. 

c. BASS / BASS Nation cards are NOT required. 

17)  If there is no on-site angler registration to check required 

documents AND we are still required to have all of them, how are 

they checked? 

a. RANDOM documents check will be done at the Angler Meeting for 

selected boaters and co-anglers. 

b. NO ONE knows how many or who will be flagged for the required 

documents check. 

18)  What if I cannot produce the required documents if I am chosen for 

documents check? 

a. Fishing license  

i. DQ for that day of competition. 

b. Active boat registration 

i. DQ for both competition days. 

c. WLI or Borrowed Boat permission 

i. DQ for both competition days. 

d. GBN Tournament Director and BOD reserve the right to accept or deny 

entry to the Tournament. 

19)  Why the “DQ” for these violations? 



a. REMEMBER, you have already signed the Participation and Wavier 

Agreement by on-line form; you cannot be registered for the State 

Classic by your Team Captain or representative without proof of the 

form (see State Classic: ON-LINE ONLY Registration Process for 

club/team registration process). 

b. The form Participation and Wavier Agreement along with e-signature 

is a legally binding document in the State of Georgia. If you DO 

NOT have the required documents available for inspection, you have 

FALSIFIED a legal document and will result in the appropriate action by 

GBN BOD including but not limited to DQ (disqualification) and/or up 

to a lifetime ban from GBN. 

20)  What happens to my co-angler if I am the boater, I CANNOT 

produce the required documents and subsequently DQ’ed from 

competition OR if I am a co-angler and CANNOT produce the 

required document (Active fishing license) and subsequently DQ’ed 

from competition? 

a. In the event the boater is DQ’ed from competition, the boater’s club/team will be 

REQUIRED to select a corresponding co-angler in the same club to drop from 

competition. GBN will NOT make the selection, GBN responsibility is to ensure the 

process is completed. This is required to fulfill the necessary even pairings 

requirement for competition. See Tournament Rules under Section 2: Practice & 

Competition / Item c. 

b. The same applies for DQ’ed co-angler, the boater’s club/team will be 

REQUIRED to select a corresponding boater in the same club to drop 

from competition. GBN will NOT make the selection, GBN responsibility 

is to ensure the process is completed. See Tournament Rules under 

Section 2: Practice & Competition / Item c. 

c. This rule is the same as a competitor voluntarily dropping from 

competition. It is a one-for-one rule. If a boater drops, it is required to 

have one co-angler from the same club drop as well and vice versa. 

21)  What if my boat is NOT flagged for document check and 

subsequently my boat is involved in an accident? 

a. The on-line form(s) Participation and Wavier Agreement and if 

applicable the Borrowed Boat: Permission to Use along with e-

signature(s) is/are legally binding document(s) in the State of Georgia. 

Any subsequent accident investigation and/or legal action will result in 

the discovery of this/these form(s) and FALSIFYING a legal document 

in the State of Georgia is punishable by law. 

b. This will result in the appropriate action by GBN BOD including but not 

limited to DQ (disqualification) and/or up to a lifetime ban from the 

GBN. 

 



FAQ - Tournament 
1) What is the process for a team checking in prior to Angler meeting & 

Partner Draw? 

a. Process for team check in has been changed for 2026; team captains are 

to utilize a text message format for team check in. 

i. Team Captains are required to text message between 1-2pm 

ET, one of the following to 706-614-1281: 

1. Provide Club name, team number, i.e. 1,2,3 and representative name.  
2. AND send one of the following as a message:  

i. All anglers present for meeting with no changes 
ii. All anglers will not be present for meeting with no 

changes. 
iii. All anglers present OR will not be present for meeting 

with changes. ** NOTE: Rep is REQUIRED to come 
in person to meeting location between 2-2:30 to 
resolve any roster changes. 

2) Are there boat and motor restrictions? 

a. YES, boat length and motor size. See GBN Tournament Rules. 

3) What are the requirements if using “inflatable” type PFD’s? 

a. For everyone on the boat wearing an inflatable PFD (one or both); you 

are REQUIRED to have a corresponding vest type life jacket for 

everyone as well. This is a Coast Guard REQUIREMENT.  

b. It shall be the responsibility of the co-angler to ensure he/she is going to 

participate in the State Classic AND wear an inflatable type of PFD, to 

bring a vest type lifejacket in addition. The boater will not have this 

responsibility due the sizing requirements for a second a vest type 

lifejacket. 

c. See Tournament Rules: Section 4: Safety 

4) Can boaters and co-anglers actively fish from the front of the boat? 

a. NO, boaters will fish from the front of the boat ONLY and co-anglers 

from the back. 

5) Are nets allowed? 

a. YES, nets are allowed for retrieval of caught fish. 

6) What is considered the “legal limit of bass” for the State Classic 

tournament? 

a. Boater limit is 5 fish and Co-angler limit is 3 fish of legally 

allowed species of bass. 

7) Are there “off-limits” areas? 

a. Yes, designated off-limits areas will be announced at the tournament 

briefing. 

8) Are “A-Rigs” or Umbrella rigs allowed? 

a. Any umbrella-type rigging, harness or other device designed to hold 

more than one lure at a time – with or without hooks – is not allowed. 

See GBN Tournament Rules/ Section 6: Tackle & Equipment. 

9) Is “strolling” or “long line” as a method of fishing allowed in GBN 

State Classic? 



a. NO, these methods of fishing are NOT allowed. 

10)  Is “trolling” with outboard motor as a method of fishing allowed in 

GBN State Classic? 

a. NO, this method of fishing is NOT allowed. 

11)  How are the participants tracked for standings and big fish? 

a. Boater and Co-angler participants are tracked separately for the 

purposes of standings and big fish. Separate payouts for Boater & Co-

angler placement in standings and big fish.  

b. Big fish is awarded for the Boater and Co-angler for each day of 

competition. 

12) What are the restrictions on FFS (Forward Facing Sonar)? 

a. The following rules apply to both official practice and competition. 

b. Boats are restricted to no more than 55 inches (rounded to nearest inch, 55.4 = 55 & 

55.5=56in) of total screen size. Inches are measured by the (diagonal) display screen 

size listed on each manufacturer's website rounded to the nearest inch. Tablets, iPad 

or the like, are included within the boat screen size measurement. Cell phones and 

back-up units are not included in the boat screen size measurement.  

c. All electronics must be mounted in a way not to obstruct the 

competitor’s line of sight while piloting the boat on plane. 

d. Each competitor’s boat is limited to one (1) live transducer, and this 

transducer must be mounted on the trolling motor shaft at the bow area 

of the boat. Turrets are allowed if they are attached to the trolling motor. 

13) What if a boater has more than the allotted total screen size of 55 

inches (roundest to nearest in)? 

a. Graph/sonar unit must be REMOVED. 

14) What if a boater has more than one FFS live transducer?  

a. Disconnect cabling on second transducer 

15)  How is FFS requirement checked? 

a. At dock for boat check. 

b. Competitors are required to inform GBN BOD at the angler meeting if 

they are running more than one (1) FFS transducer. 

16)  Is there the best boat competition? 

a. YES, for both days (D1 and D2) of competition. 

17) How is the Best Boat determined and what are the prizes? 

a. Best Boat will be determined by the combined final weight (after any 

penalties, if applicable) of the boater and co-angler for each boat 

number for each day of competition. All legal sizes and tournament 

limits apply per GBN Rules. 

b. Best Boat winners on each competition day will receive $500; $250 for 

boaters & $250 for co-anglers. 

18)  Are there any restrictions for determining Best Boat winner per 

competition day? 

a. YES, for a boat to be eligible for their weight to be counted towards the 

Best Boat, EACH angler for the boat is REQUIRED to weigh in a 

minimum of one (1) legal bass. 



b. If any angler, boater or co-angler, for the boat number, does not weigh 

in a legal bass (zero for the day); then the boat will NOT be eligible for 

Best Boat for that day. 

FAQ – BASS Nation Championship (BNC) & BASS Nation 

Qualifier (BNQ) 
1) How are the boaters and co anglers determined for BASS Nation 

Championship (BNC) and the BASS Nation Qualifier (BNQ) from the 

State Classic results? 

a. The number of qualifiers that is allotted to GBN by BASS will receive an 

automatic invite directly to the BNC (B.A.S.S. Nation 

Championship).  

i. If any of these decline the invitation, GBN will go down the list 

until the allotted positions are filled.  

ii. This number is fluid and based on a percentage of total active 

adult memberships as of Sept 1 from the previous year.  

iii. 2027 BNC, one auto qualifier for GBN to BNC (1- Boater & 1-

coangler) 

b. 2027 BNQ, there will be 10 Boater and 10 Co Angler positions beyond 

the automatic qualifiers to BNC will be offered entry (2nd – 11th) into the 

B.A.S.S. Nation Qualifier (BNQ) zoned for GBN. The number of 

anglers receiving BNQ invites is based on the percentage of active 

membership from the previous year.  

i. 2027 BNQ and subject to change; this early entry period will 

have an expiration date and time after which the codes will 

become INACTIVE and can NO longer be executed. 

ii. If any of these positions are declined, GBN will go down the list 

until the spots are filled. 

2) Are the anglers required to commit to these positions? 

a. Yes, each angler in the positions for automatic invite to BNC and coded 

entry to the BNQ, are REQUIRED to commit with a contractual 

obligation for participation. 

b. GBN desires that all anglers qualifying for BASS Nation Championship 

(BNC) and BASS Nation Qualifier (BNQ), be able to commit at the 

conclusion of the ASC (Adult State Classic) on day #2 at the post 

tournament meeting period. 

3)  Can other GBN club level angler(s) register for the BASS Nation 

Qualifier(s)? 

a. YES, in the designated period for club level registration. 

i. After the early entry period (for those anglers with codes if 

applicable) has expired, club level anglers are allowed to register 

for the BASS Nation Qualifier. 

ii. Angler(s) will be REQUIRED to register in B.A.S.S. Nation 

Qualifier zoned for GBN. 

iii. The cost for this registration is: 



1. Boater - $400 

2. Co-angler - $200 

4) Is there another registration period for BASS Nation Qualifier ? 

a. Yes, after the club level registration is complete, there is an At-Large 

period. The cost for at-large registration is the same as club level 

registration. 

These are anglers that belong to the state level GBN club and are not affiliated with a specific 

GBN member club. At-Large anglers are required to be a member of state organizations of their 

state of residence ONLY. 


